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"BE MY VALENTINE."
Today Is St. Valentine's day. You

say thai you thought they had abol¬
ished this "foolishness" and paid no

more attention to Valentines? Not a

hit or it. The day Is .lust as dear to
the hearts of the young people as

when you used to look forward lo the
event and count the weeks and days
.that must pass before the time ar¬

rived, and If yon think otherwise It Is
just one of the signs that you are

growing old. The custom Is changing
it trifle, but for tho belter, and the
Valentines that adorn the windows ofj
the book shops nowadays are prettier
and more lasting. The old laee work
effects are standing aside to make
wny for tho neat little pictures,
sketches, water colors and posters
that, have some decorative value, and
tbe Valentine of today Is of some real
practical use. The ugly "comic" Val¬
entine is passing away, too, and the
dealers give out the comforting news
Hint within a yenr or two there will
be no such things on the market.
The sentiment behind the custom Is

still alive and there will ho just as
many throbbing hearts this morning
"When the Valentine boxes are opened
In the school rooms all over America
as there were when you were using
a slate yourself. The custom of send¬
ing Valentines Is an ancient one, and
so old in fact Its origin cannot be
traced. Traces of the customs hnvi
been tletected in the observances of
the northern pagans in ancient Eu¬
rope, but by most authorities the
origin of the day Is ascribed to the
commemoration of the loving and
charitable disposition of St. Valen¬
tine. Whatever the origin though, it
is a pretty little romantic custom and
ought to continue as long as there
are young people to he mado happy.There is little enough of romance in
this rough old world of ours, nnd!
such customs are lo be encouraged.

St. Valentine's day a thing of the
past? Bless you. no. Invest a few
pennies In one yoursoir, send it to
some child this morning and you will
be doing a Christian act that will re-i
now your own youth, as well as
muke the little one happy. Long live
St. Valentine!

EX-GOVERNOR HIGGINS.
Tho death1 of ex-Govornor Higgins

so soon after his retirement from
office Imparts a pathetic, almost!
tragic aspect to bis service In the'
executive chair. It had long beenknown tWat ho .performed his tryingtask under the burden of 111 (health,'but few realized lo what an extent'he was nerving himself to the work
with unselfish devotion to duty and
¦how We was consciously shortening'(his own days by his iiersisteney,in spite or family and friends, in
.keeping up and performing to line
lnst detail every obligation which
lie felt attached to the trust .with1
.wliloh lie fhaxl been (honored. There
wore not lacking those, knowing
this Cull well, whose petty malevo¬
lence ¦wo's equal to sneering at him
as edficient Iii courtesy to his- suc¬
cessor and trying to picture him
an a sulking and disgruntled politi¬
cian because 'he stayed at a ihotel
Instead of becoming a guest at the
executive mansion In Inauguration
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weck. These maliciously cruel at
tack« were directed nga'.nst n mar
mi intent on showing every possibk
courtesy and doing all that he could
lo mako iho start of Governor
HtiKh'i nuHpicioiH that. t'heiiB'a in
sat in his room on the last day
of tbte year scarcely able to hohl
a pen. lie replied to those Who
urged ihlm to avoid tSie Biraln or the
ceremonies that ho would go to
the Capitol lite next day ami in'1"
thin upcocb ¦welcoming Governor
Hughes if K killed him. He made
the speech wish obvious difficulty,
and the effort of those days prob¬
ably hastened the progress of hit
dlseaso.
Governor lllgglns was at t.ie

head or the State govornmen! In
n time of unrest and transit ion.
Conventional political and business
slan.lards tl'tid to bo recast In har¬
mony with a newly awakened popu¬
lar aspiration. With that aspiration
he thoroughly sympathised, and In'
did much to promote its realization.
Hut he could not lead a popular
nfbvomohl, at least In a a'iowy and
striking manner. On becoming
Governor he made It clear that he
would lndo|>ondently discharge Ids
dtllleGr, and he early earned the
(utility or machine politicians. He
secured a real insurance Investiga¬
tion at the cost or misconception
and abuse by those who in their
haste would have secured a sham
investigation. He supported the
Armstrong committee and put
through its legislation. He forced:
Wie enactment of the 80 cent Baal
law and ninny other remedial meas¬
ures. His influence was exerted to'
pass and this signature -was append¬
ed to a long llwt of laws whleh
are universally commended, and we

know of no bill that was recognized
as bad or had any taint of graft
Upon It which he signed. He lived
n clean. hlgfhmlndcd. unselfflsh lire,
and Uli« people or New York hiive
reason to honor Iiis memory, The-
State lias had more commanding
governors, never a more faithful
one.

THE SUBMARINE CONTEST. j
The contest over the $:I,000.000 ap¬

propriation which Congress proposes
to make for suhniarines will appar¬
ently be a lively one. For a number
of years one company has had a mo¬

nopoly of the government work, but
now that the prize has grown to lus¬
cious proportions other eyes fastened
onto It and the winner will know ho
hns been in a fight. The Klectrlc
Boat Company, which succeeded the
old Holland Submarine Company, Is
the lender in the contest. As it hns
supplied all government submarines
to date, it has the advantage of a

corps of skilled workmen, and exper¬
ience In building. Next comes tho
Lake Boat, which has been knocking
at the doors of Congress for five or
six years, but In vain. This boat is
always going to outdo those of the
Klectrlc Boat Company, but for some
reason a comparative test is never

pulled off. Then there Is the new
Holland Company. Holland invented
the first i>oat bought by the govern¬
ment, and subsequent United States
submarines have been developed from
his idea. He had u split with his
backers and is now feared by u rival
company.
Another proposition is advanced by

the Hector Submarine Boat Company,
of Newark. New Jersey. The prin-1
clple is described as a "cylindrical
chamber of any given size In which
there Is an ulr chamber to give boy-
ancy to the apparatus. By means ofja plunger in eacli end the air cham¬
ber is decreased in size, the air com¬
pressed and water taken into the de¬
vice for ballast to sink the subma¬
rine. When it is desired to come to
the surface the air chamber is ex¬
tended to its normal size, the water
expelled from each end the subma¬
rine conies to the surfnee at the will
of the operator." Quite an ingenious
idea! The water being admitted'
compresses the air and the boat goes
down. The water being expelled the
nir expands and the boat conies up!
No loss of either air or water.
The "one man" submarine which was

exploited several years ago, hns drop¬
ped out or sight. That Idea was for
a small boat like an enlarged torpedo
The single operator rested in a semi-
recllnlng position, pedalling with his
fert. thus operating the propeller
Hie hands were employed in^teerlngthe craft and in launching the tor-
jPedo at the proper moment. Slm-
plleity, cheapness, and the fact that
if tho boat was lost only one man with
it, were the claims urged in behalf
of this invention. All submarine
companies are more or less equipped
with active representatives in Wash¬
ington looking after their interests
before Congress and the Navy De¬
partment.

A Georgia negro offers to bet $20that he can eat 30 'possums in ,!0days, provided some one will furnishthe 'possums. In the face of thissmooth get rlcliqulck scheme, whowill contend that the negro Isn'tcatching right on to the white man'sway?.Washington Herald.

Catching Up.
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2715 Washington Ave.
Newport News, Va.

WITH THE PARAGRAPHERS.

A Chicago scholar estimates that
Columbus' voyage cost exactly $7,-200. It will cost much more than
that to discover who really shot upBrownsville..Washington Post.

The congressmen are complaining
of Uncle Joe Cannon's Iron yoke, hut
they hear It like faithful oxen, just
the same. Uncle Joe's gee and haw
seem to have a sort of a fascination
for them, notwithstanding..Boston
Herald.

When the Japauese school problem
shall have been solved all the schol¬
ars may be expected to have learned
something more than they knew nt
the outstart..Philadelphia Record.

Some Cubans are said to l>e puzzled
by the American policy regarding tho
island. We have none except to keep
order nnd get out as soon as that Is
assured..New York Sun.

-Mrs. Mary Ellen Lease, formerly of
Kansas, asserts that 5ti per cent, of
the women workers of the United
States have been aban/med by their
husbands. Mary Ellen hns had ex¬
ceptional opportunities to ascertain
tho truth of her statement..Kansas
City Post.

I.aFollette's daughter is to retiro
from tho stage, but her father will,
never voluntarily back out of the.
limelight..Philadelphia Ledger.

The size of the seven-pound tooth
dug up near New York indicates that
It may be that of a prehistoric mas-
todon. The fact that It is blunt shows
that It is not the. tooth of a Wall
street shark..Louisville Courier-
Journal.

Highwaymen are so active In Pitts-
burg just now that the millionaires
are afraid to stay out after dark, and
there are no longer any goings on..
Philadelphia Press.

Thaw's lawyers are laying greatstress upon the fact that Thaw smokes
cigarettes. They ought not to make
the mistake of stressing the fact that
Jerome smokes cigarettes..Houston
Post.

"The outbreak of war In Central
America may occur nt any moment."
Pshaw, didn't Roosevelt tell the boysthey must behave nnd don't theyknow he is afraid of nothing smaller
than Japan?.Florida Times-Union.

Winter in the Suburbs.
Three feet of snow to amble throughWhen I go home at night,

A scant ton in the coal bin.whew!
And no relief in sight; i

The water pipes all frozen fast.The wood box down to nil.[Oh! why did I my fortunes cast
With those of Lonelyvllle?

Two dozen shingles off the roof,The windows loose, alack!
No way to get. save on the hoof,Supplies into the shack;The chickens sick, likewise the cow.
Harassed by breezes chill.

Oh. lire Is quite delightful now
In lovely Lonelyvllle!

.Washington Herald.

Exquisite Sarcasm.
Being a press humorist is all rightfor a cripple, hut it does seem asthough a healthy, able-bodied manought to be willing to work for a livlug..Philadelphia Press.

A Hitch Somewhere.
It was one of those restaurants witha tank In the window.
"You select your fish." explainedshe, "and it is immediately carriedinto the kitchen and prepared. Nowhow about that beautiful trout yousee swimming yonder?"
"I don't thin., we'd better." demurred he. "I selected that trout yeste.rday and he wasn't very' freshthen.".Washington Herald.

COSTUMES FOR GIßGUS
Hig Force of People Labor

for Many Weeks on tho
Tinseled Display.

On nn upper floor of one of Now
York's (lusty business buildings, lo¬
cated on Fourth avenue, a circus dress
making establishment is busy, u Is
presided over J>y Hu» oldest profes¬
sional designer of costumes for cir¬
cus performers, both human and uni-
mnl, In the country. Scores of women
are bending over piles of gorgeous
silks, satins, velvets and gold passe¬
menteries, working assldously both
day and night prepurlng for the
"Brand spectacle" of the Barniim &
Bailey show. And the little woman
in charge overseeing tho con¬
struction of all this finery Is Mrs.
Annie White, for forty-six years
wardrobe woman for the circus.

Scattered ubout in the big rooms
'where tile work is going on are tulle
ballet skirts, fleshings, elephant cov-
ers monkey coats and gay garments
of the pence pageant, Old garments
are being remodeled, patched and
pieced, and new ones constructed.
And Mrs. While is tin; one who does
It. all. Not the actual work, but the
planning, designing and overseeing.
and last but not least, tbe shopping
for some 3,000 garments.

It even makes Mrs. White groan
in spirit, for when seen recently she
had just returned from the shojis af¬
ter ordering some 500 yards of vel¬
vet. «00 yards of bullion, 25,000 span¬
gles, besides more than half a thou¬
sand dollar:; worth of pearls.

"It Isn't the difficulty of buying
new materials," eclaimed Mrs. White,
quite out of breath after her strenu¬
ous day in the shops, but the match¬
ing of old stuffs. Everything is of
the best, but even in that case ma¬
terials do fade, and It is next to Irii-| possible to match the faded part as

'one has to. It may be that not more
than n few yards of silk or satin is
needed, but 1 must have It. Conse-
qnenlly it means 'shopping,' which
under the circumstances I abhor. It

I means going from one shop to unoth-
|>er only to be told in each pluce that
i they have nothing anywhere near like
It. Finally, when everything else
fails, then It conies to remodelling
and the introduction of some other
color or material to piece out.
"Strange as it niny seem, the cos¬

tumes are not so soiled or worn as
one from her talk on costuming long
enough to pay a high tribute to the
man who provided so much amuse¬
ment for old and young,
wont to him lu my life but he always
Dressing a circus performer isn't a

cheap task, according to Mrs. White's
calculations for it takes $1,000 an-
nunlly for the circus gowns, lingerie
and accessories of a star performer,
Nor do these figures Include the

cost of costumes and adjuncts for the
"spectacles," as one of Mrs. White's
helpers expressed it, for all .the dress
and paraphernalia for the special
events connected with the grand en¬
tree are provided by the circus peo¬
ple themselves.
"Once upon a time ballet costume

was considered quite sufficient for a
bare-back rider." said Mrs. White. "A
half dozen short skirts of tarlatan at
C cents a yard was ns gorgeous as a
French creation today. And yet,

! now, when the cost of the gowns
reach well up into the .hundreds,
there is still dissatisfaction.
"The bare materials for this sea¬

son's production cost just $20.000.
Tills Includes, besides the perform¬
ers' costumes, the elephant and cam¬
el covers and the trappllngs for the
horses.
"There nre twenty-two elephant

covers in all, and two of them eost
more than $1,000 each. They are
constructed of only the very finest
materials. I have 500 hats and tur¬
bans in addition to more than 1,000
costumes for this season's use. More¬
over, I have already used $500 worth
of pearls; (hey come in strings, and
cost $1 a string."

Perhaps no part of her work Is
more Interesting to Mrs. White than
the service she performs for the ele¬
phants. It Is one of the sights of the
circus to see Mrs. Whito mount a

j stepladder by the. side of an elephant
while she cnt3 and fits his glad rags
for one of the sneolaltlos. Mrs. White
declares that elephants are as vain
as peacocks or women. As she works
over them they will throw their
trunks about, touch her hands play¬
fully and In every way give evidence
that they enjoy the operation.
One thing, Mrs. White has not a

particle of fear, which may have
something to do with her friendship
for her big customers. A stepladder
Is first placed beside the elephant and
this Mrs. White mounts, working in
her unsteady position, taking ..# reef
here for a seam there.

"I'd rathor fit nn elephant any day
than a monkey," said Mrs. White.
"The latter are not only so small,
but they never stand still a minute,
and are apt to snap, at you or else
they fly up to the top of the roof
somewhere and you must spend hours
trying to coax them down again."

More Diplomacy.
"These photographs," protested the

fair maid, "are rather indistinct."
"Naturally," rejoined the wise ar¬

tist. "Your face is anything but
plain."
And she went away satisfied.

Least Danger from His Speeches.
"Why are you so anxious to send

that man to Congress?"
"Wo thought It 'nd he a good thing

for tho community," answered Farm¬
er Corntossel, "to have blm whom he
could make speeches where folkks are

paid to listen Insctad o' interruptin'
people at their work around here.".
Washington Star.

!KANAWHAGRAIN CO.,Inc
Just Received Car Sugar Beet Feed for Dairymen.

SPOT CASH.NO GOODS DELIVERED.
WE BUY YOUR SACKS.

Choice Timothy Hay, per 100 lbs.$1.10
No. 1 Timothy Hay. per,100 lb.1. I'M
Ship Stuff, sucked, per 100 lbs. .:. 1.20
Bran, sacked, per 100 lbs. 1.20
Virginia water ground white bolted Meal, sacked. 1.20
Cracked Corn, per 100 lbs ..'.,. 1.20
?so. 2 Mixed Corn, sacked, per bushel.<.57No. 2 White Oats, sacked per bushel-. .48
Dünlop's Superlative Flour, per bbl. 4.10
Dnnlop's Superlative Flour, 1-1 (Ith Sacks. 4.0()
Choice White Michigan Potstoes, per sack, 150 lbs. 1.50Choice Michigan II. P. LJ. Beans, per sack, 1C0 lbB. 4.00

KANAWHA GRAIN CO., Inc.
34th Street and C & O. Tracks,

JCST ACROSS Til 15 BRIDGE. NEWPORT NEWS, VA.

SCHMELZ BROTHERS, BANKERS,
Offer t ie Merchant, Cor¬
poration and Individual
every courtesy and con¬
sideration co si ste n t
with absolute safety.

Pays 4 0 on savings accounts
(0 on certificates of

deposit.
We Know Your Wants

and Waflkl Your Ihiainen

THE STRONGEST BANK IN THE CITY.

W. A. POST, President.
J. R. SW1NERTON, Vice-Pres

J. A. W1LLETT, Cashier.
ARTHUR LEE, Asst. Cashier.

The Fhst National Bank
U. S. GOVERNMENT DEPOSITORY. CITY DEPOSITORY, CITI¬

ZENS' DEPOSITORY.
Capital . $ 100,000.00Stockholders' Liability. 100,000.00Surplus and Profits. 100,000.00

Other Resources make total over. $1,000,000.00
ABS.

For the People
Of the People i

I ¦¦¦¦¦^¦»¦¦¦BiwswwgsisBMi I2>y the People $

E. QUINCY SMITH.
President.

A- L. POW15LT,,
Vice-President.

WM. H. KBLLOG;
Cashier.

The Newport News National Bank
CAPITAL, $100.000.

U. S. Government Depositary
Transacts a general hanking business. Four per cent. Interestallowed on saviugs accounts.

T
For SaJe or Lease

In all Parts of the City
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Hotel Warwick Building.
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.Sold by the.

Newport News Distilled Ice Co.
Is guaranteed to kIvo entire satisfaction; »11 coal kept under Bheds,
and is always screeued.

FRED. W. SANFORD, General Manager.Thirty-fifth 8treet and C. 4 O. Railway.
Bell Phono 98. Citizens Phons, 308.

Baker & Vaughan ersa^s^ssm'**' V /til .,.. Nv.rl.tll.1 In Aiu.rln. llurulwlOlimiN.BANKERS and BROKERS,
20 Broad Street, New York City
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